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It was joy and jubilation at the Harry Gwala District and the surrounding areas when 

the school principals welcomed members of the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial 

Legislature led by the MEC for Human Settlements and Public Works, Mr Ravi Pillay 

MPL to assess schools’ readiness between the 13th and the 15th of January 2016.  

The visits are part of government’s Schools Functionality Monitoring Programme, 

where Members of the Executive Council are deployed throughout the province to 

evaluate the state of readiness in different schools as the academic year unfolds.  

The school visits were conducted by the Harry Gwala District Mayor, Honourable 

Councillor Mluleki Ndobe accompanied by representatives from the Department of 

Education and all relevant stakeholders.  The Department of Education’s District 

Manager for Harry Gwala, Mr DJ Sibisi briefed all guests on the district’s overall 

achievement inclusive of all challenges encountered.   In his briefing, he said “In 

2014 the district achieved 64%, it was not a satisfactory achievement and we wanted 

to move forward and improve.  We aimed higher targets in 2015 but we were very 

much dismayed that we did not achieve what we targeted as we declined to 62.7%”.   

 

 

MEC Ravi Pillay, Provincial Members of the Legislature and Department of  
Education Management handing over vouchers to Ntwasahlobo High School 

 

The delegates meant business as they kicked off their visit at Nhlanhleni Combined 

School - a school plagued by vandalism and drug abuse. This was followed by 

moving to Ntwasahlobo High School.  Educators confirmed that the high rate of drug 

abuse, poor infrastructure and lack of resources were all contributory factors to poor 

performance. A concerned principal of Mount Horeb Mr MS Mbonisweni said: "We 



have infrastructure problems in this school and it is very painful to teaching under 

these circumstances, although we have all these challenges, we are trying our level 

best to improve the lives of the children”.      

In his remarks; MEC Ravi Pillay commended the entire district management for 

being the most improved district in the province.  “We are still far from where we 

want to be; we want to keep raising the bar so that we move on in taking our 

community and young people to greater heights.”  MEC Pillay said. 

 

 
Above: Delegates during a visit at one of the classrooms  

at Singisi Comprehensive School 
 

During the second day’s programme, the visit continued where delegates met at 

Singisi Comprehensive School, another academic institution entangled by high rate 

of burglary, theft and vandalism. It was evident that during these visits members of 

the legislature got an opportunity to engage members of the schools governing 

bodies (SGBs) to get the views of the local communities on how best can teaching 

and learning in their specific communities be improved.  Ms Busisiwe Booi who is the 

SGB Deputy Chairperson at Singisi Comprehensive School confirmed to working 

together with the schools and pleaded with government for transport assistance.  

“We are pleading to the government to assist us with transport since our children 

walk long distances to schools and it has bad effects on them”. Ms Booi said. 

The day ended at Mount Horeb School which has shortage of classrooms – an 

infrastructure matter. There are 5 classrooms and all are not in good condition.  The 

community’s living standard within the area is quite poor and children are vulnerable 

to all sorts of social ills.   

Despite all the challenges, principals are confident that academic results will 

improve.  Acting Principal at Singisi Comprehensive Mr Z. Mnqotho assured the 

delegates that when they come back again – they will see good results.  On the last 



day; the delegates visited Kromhoek Combined School – a school which improved 

their matric results from 14% in 2013 to 74% in 2015.  

 

In his thanksgiving message, the District Mayor of Harry Gwala District Municipality; 

Mr Mluleki Ndobe encouraged learners to work hard and he handed over school 

uniform vouchers to each school that was visited to assist those needy children.  

It can be safely stated that one cannot shy-away from the fact that education is the 

key to success, hence the government is doing its outmost best in improving the 

lives of the youngsters.   

 

 

 

 

 


